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• Snapshot of data at a 
certain moment in time for 
quick restoration after 
accidental data loss, 
system crashes or other 
errors.
• Typically saved for short 
periods, e.g. 30-90 days.
• At least one copy stored in 
a separate location from 
the original offsite
• A complete record of all 
important information that meets 
the requirements of audits, 
restoration of missing content 
and re-use of data.
• Preservation systems retain data 
for many years.
• Digital preservation is never-
ending and requires an ongoing 
commitment of resources.
• Most organizations cannot do 
preservation on their own and 
partner with other institutions or 
consortiums.
• Less permanent than paper or 
microfilm.
• No archival standards for 
permanence and durability.
















Compiled by the administration’s man in the field, the 
patrol officer or kiap, patrol reports were intended to 
keep the…colonial administration informed about the 
native situation… At their inception, patrol reports, 
much like early ethnography, were highly descriptive 
and multifaceted, which makes them invaluable as 
ethnographic documentation.
-Naomi M. McPherson, 
In Colonial New Guinea Anthropological Perspectives, 2001
 Tabibuga, line of men carry cargo past the jail building, 1962. Edwin 
Cook Papers. http://library.ucsd.edu/dc/object/bb3687217q
• Nancy Lutton & Vicky Puipui, PNG National Archives
• Tukul Kaiku, UPNG









“I've been trying very hard to know more about who are the 
first tribes to inhabit Uaripi village. Land has been marked for 
a gas refinery plant but the investors have requested the Gulf 
Province Lands Dept to verify who are the principle owners so  
some agreements can be signed. The ownership of this land is 
now claimed by number of villages.  My village elders who 
know more about our ancestry history have died away.”  
(paraphrase of 2011 query from Papua
New Guinea, requesting patrol reports from
Gulf Province, requested again in 2014)
Photo: lngworldnews.com
“25-2-29. One of the police shot a tree climbing kangaroo, a 
rich sable brown in colour all over, head like a wallaby and tail 
about 3 feet long entirely covered with fur, overall length 
between 5 and 6 feet.  This animal is quite different to the one 
shown in the Sydney Zoo…Have had it skinned 
but doubt if I shall be able to keep it owing to 
the damp and continual rain.”  
--Western District, Daru, 
patrol report 4 of 1928/1929.  
G.F. Zimmer, patrol officer.  
CGARCIASPITZ@UCSD.EDU
Koguman: group of people lined up to be counted by patrol 
officer, August 23, 1962. Roy Rappaport Photographs.
http://library.ucsd.edu/dc/object/bb6895705m
& Special Thanks to:
• Nancy Lutton & Vicky Puipui, 
PNG National Archives
• Tukul Kaiku, UPNG
• Greg Reser, Kirk Wang, 
Gina McCullough, 
Edgar Favila, Sidney Gao, 
Kristina Zubovic, Rachel Park, 
Stephanie Lugo, 
Whitney Tsai, Kent Nguyen, 
Lea Kolesky, Sarah Fuchs, 




This talk will provide an overview of digital projects at the Tuzin Archive for 
Melanesian Anthropology at the University of California, San Diego. It will cover some 
general best practices in the digitization process, as well as the management of born-
digital materials. There will be a brief demonstration of the UC San Diego Library’s 
Digital Collections website (library.ucsd.edu/dc), where many digitized materials from 
the Tuzin Archive are accessible.
Cristela Garcia-Spitz recently became the Curator of the Tuzin Archive for 
Melanesian Anthropology. In her former role as Project Manager in the Digital Library 
Development Program at University of California, San Diego, she worked on several 



















































































































































































































































Papua New Guinea citizens  ‐‐ high demand for access, especially for LAND 
OWNERSHIP




• Mining company employees  ‐‐ same reason
• Keyword search rather than look through microfilm
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• OTHER EXAMPLES OF TOPICS RESEARCHED WITH PATROL REPORTS:
• Where was the holotype of the tree kangaroo, Dendrolagus Spadix 
collected? 1936 journal article by zoologists describing a new species, just 
gives the source of the Skin as G.F.W. Zimmer between the Upper Awara
and Strickland Rivers.  Robin Hide found THIS!
• History of first contact and later history for many Papua New Guinea 
peoples
• Locations of World War 2‐era airplane wreckage, Japanese graves, etc.
• Medical history—epidemics, presence of diseases like tuberculosis or 
yaws, earliest written description of neurological disease, kuru
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As the saying goes “Takes a village”
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